Saturday 1st November 2008; Lankelly-Fowey: 10 (22) v St. Agnes: 0 (7). 

(Newspaper).

Lankelly-Fowey put the frustrations of last week’s loss away to St. Agnes behind them and got back to winning ways at home with a pretty comprehensive return victory over their gallant opponents. Lankelly’s opening scores coming from Captain Lee Taylor and centre Jamie Walton with his 5th try of the season so far.

The game was effectively ended as a contest in the stoppage extended first half when injuries to St. Agnes front row players meant there was no choice but to go to uncontested scrums and the match was awarded by rule at that point to Lankelly. 

However, with both sides hungry to continue they played on with no let up in commitment from either and in the case of St. Agnes their determination to push their hosts as hard as they could actually increased. Being rewarded soon after when a lapse in Lankelly’s concentration allowed St. Agnes to fly over for a quality try. 

But Lankelly’s backs made full use of the huge amounts of ball won by their commanding pack and with the home side’s defence allowing no further breaches, despite repeated courageous attacks from the visitors, Lankelly drew clear with further tries from Dave Swiggs and barnstorming centre, Jason Penprase. 

The match was cut slightly short when a potentially nasty injury to a St. Agnes player caused the ref to blow the final whistle and rightly call a halt to proceedings. All those involved in, what was otherwise, another fine contest between these two sides send our thoughts and best wishes for a speedy recovery.

(Website extra).

Gut got man-of-the-match and deservedly so for another trademark hard running and hard hitting showing. Although I didn’t see the actual moment of impact myself, I heard Renshaw and Jamie remark something along the lines of how Gut “Nailed that bloke” and “How I love it when Gut runs full tilt at someone who doesn’t know he’s coming.” 

Jason also had a superb match, and was in good voice in the pub later too, with his running lines and sheer tenacity awesome to behold. I was right behind him when he cut through the St. Agnes defence at one point as he wrestled one flailing defender after another aside before I think it was the third or fourth guy who eventually brought him down. Fantastic!

As a unit the pack were in simply tremendous form and first dominated then overwhelmed their opposite numbers in a commanding scrummaging, lineout and breakdown performance. Lord (Pre-match motivational stampy thing and all. It seems to work!) was in top form, ruled the lineout and was everywhere on the pitch as Ma and Pa watched from the sidelines in their warm and cosy full body deep sea fishing outfits.

I also thought Swiggsy had an outstanding game with a number of rib rearranging tackles and plenty of incisive attacking runs that St. Agnes struggled to deal with. I didn’t see Lee’s try, but the rest of his work looked top notch and typically thun…potently dynamic and he captained the game well.

What this match also showed for me is that along with our well known forward power we now have a set of, and pretty good depth in the, backs to make quality use of the ball won at the coal face and to make the necessary and crucial defensive contributions. 

4 league wins from 5 matches! Not bad at all, eh. See what we can do when we start to play upto our potential and don’t put ourselves under undue pressure with all that “We have to win this game by a cricket score” rubbish. We’re obviously not the finished article just yet (It’s a long season after all), but what we’re doing and how we are doing it seems to be working and perhaps more importantly highly enjoyable. Let’s keep it up, play “our” game, continue enjoy our rugby and see what happens. I’m loving it so far.

Team Sheet.

1: Bell.

2: Renshaw.

3: G. Taylor.       

4: Pearce.

5: Hodson.

6: C. Taylor.

7: Swiggs.

8: L. Taylor. [C].

9: Williams.

10: Harvie.

11: Wielden.

12: Penprase.

13: Walton.

14: Pearse.

15: Middlewood.

Subs: Jane, Pascoe, Alexander, Mitchell and Gardiner.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Saturday 15th November 2008; Lankelly-Fowey: 7 v Redruth Albany: 71. 

(Newspaper).

A seriously under strength Lankelly side, with several players playing out of position and 5 1st XV debuts, still went out to play Albany full of confidence and hunger to continue their recent fine run of form. However, this didn’t last long as the home side, eager to avenge their previous loss to Lankelly and with their own side this time at full strength, tore into the visitors with a ferocious zeal that at times teetered on the edge of the law. 

Even with Albany’s pack a much improved version in this match Lankelly’s scrum was at least still a match for their hosts, despite some treacherous conditions underfoot, and the set piece performance was perhaps the major plus for Lankelly from this otherwise sub-standard game. The lineout was also an area of positivity for the visitors with Captain Chris Taylor and flanker Leo Blamey, until blood injury forced him from the field, both soaring high to repeatedly steal Albany ball.

The performance of junior section graduate and man-of-the-match Ed Alexander, that drew praise even from opposition supporters, and a superb dashing try from #10 Hayden Pearse at least gave a brave Lankelly something that they could take away from a frustrating and sub-standard showing.

(Additional).

A short paper report as you can see. Although it might not get in as my e-mail sender apparently failed without my noticing until Tues morning. Still it’s no big loss if the report about this train wreck of a result doesn’t make it into print.

In my opinion, for what it’s worth, is that even with our ‘full’ strength XV this would still have been a toughy that we may not have won anyway. Albany’s scrum was miles better for one thing and I heard their #8 remark to a sideline supporter, after they scored their gazzillionth try, something along the lines of “Look what happens when all our players actually turn up to play” and the difference in the Albany team was obvious from the start of this match. 

You can argue about the ref, the ‘physical’ tactics of some of the opposition and any number of missed tackles and poor decision making. But the fact is we failed to do ourselves any real kind of justice at all as a team. There were some individual plus points such as Lord and Leo in the lineout, Ed’s opposition praise winning performance, Gut’s typically unyielding fighting display (Gotta respect that) and Stumpy and young Matt giving it a hell of a lash. But as a team it was pants, great big Bridget Jones pants and as bigger and older Matt said we lost it as a team not as individuals. Clearly something to work on and something we need to start to put right this coming Saturday against SOM who will especially now fancy their chances. We can do it; we just need to believe it ourselves as a squad. 

Having said that it should be remembered that even with 12 regular players unavailable for one reason or another (Including our first and second choice #8, all our recognised fly halves and our top points and try scorers) we still managed to field a pretty good full XV and with what 4 or 5 subs including 5 junior section/Trojans graduates! As Matt pointed out afterwards for this fixture last season we only managed to scrape together 14 players and a few years back this result would be almost the norm and not a horrible aberration.  

A set back to be sure. But we learn from it, file it away and move on. SOM will want their own pay back and I suggest we start to get ours.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday 22nd November 2008; Lankelly-Fowey: 0 v Camborne SOM: 49. 

(Newspaper).

Lankelly crashed to their 2nd big defeat in a row as Camborne SOM gained revenge for their previous defeat earlier in the season in emphatic style. However, the lopsided scoreline doesn’t tell the full story as Lankelly fought hard and played some quality rugby in places. But failed to take the chances that came their way and squandered far too much of the ball that they skilfully won at scrum and lineout time.

As is customary the Lankelly forwards were a powerful force and had the upper hand over their themselves much improved opposite numbers at the scrum and in most other areas of the game. But the student’s speed of hand and tactical intelligence cancelled out Lankelly’s forwards dominance and it proved the crucial difference as the home team ran away with it in the second half.

Lankelly will be looking to rekindle their fantastic early season form away to Veor this Saturday and get their league campaign back on track.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Saturday 29th November 2008; Lankelly-Fowey: 19 v Veor: 60. 

(Newspaper).

Crippled by injuries and illness a much depleted Lankelly side travelled to Veor for what, despite their man power problems, turned out to be a much better performance than the lopsided scoreline suggests. 

Even with a number of players playing out of position in both forwards and backs Lankelly competed throughout the game and never let their heads go down. The scrum battle still being a fierce one and the work of the Lankelly lineout being of particular note as they stole and disrupted ball after Veor ball. Flanker Leo Blamey time and again causing havoc and frustration for the home side and scoring a fabulous running try to round out a great personal outing before injury forced him from the field. Lankelly’s other tries coming from #10 Sam Harvie and tight head prop Guy Taylor.

Lankelly can take a good deal of positives from this match. Such as the vastly improved heart shown by all those who played so heroically and with such commitment against such long odds, the aforementioned lineout work and the shining first XV debut start by winger and Lankelly man-of-the-match Rich Davies who seized the opportunity to play with both hands and did nothing wrong in the most difficult of circumstances. 

Veor themselves are a much improved team and their quality attacking play proved too much for the scratch Lankelly defences to hold back forever and they ran out worthy winners. Such is the improvement in Veor that one can only look forward with great anticipation to when these two sides face each other both at full strength.

Lankelly should have a number of players returning to action this week and will want to go into the Christmas league break with a win at home match against Camborne SOM. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
